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Local & Statewide Leaders Voice Support for M-CORES Program 
Task Forces Resume Meetings This Week to Study Regional Corridors 

  
Tallahassee, Fla. – As the fourth Suncoast Connector, Northern Turnpike Connector and 
Southwest-Central Florida Connector task force meetings get underway (to be held Tuesday, 
February 11, 2020, Wednesday, February 12, 2020, and Thursday, February 13, 2020, 
respectively), local and statewide voices have come together in support of the proposed corridors 
that are being studied as part of the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-
CORES) program.  
 
Sally Patrenos, president of Floridians for Better Transportation, said: “Mobility of people, 
goods and services is the very lifeblood of this thriving state and ensuring that our infrastructure 
is keeping pace with this continuing growth is essential for this and future generations of 
Floridians. Even with all the technological and engineering advances, improved planning 
processes, expedited permitting procedures, and instantaneous information sharing, developing 
infrastructure from concept-to-completion still takes time. This is why Floridians for Better 
Transportation is proud to stand in support of the M-CORES initiative, one of the most 
comprehensive and forward-thinking efforts ever undertaken by the Florida Department of 
Transportation.”  
 
Former Congressman Steve Southerland, partner of Capitol Hill Consulting Group, said: “The 
M-CORES plan will allow Florida time to study innovative ideas that best utilize our state’s 
resources in meeting our future expansion and growth needs, and enable our state in developing 
our future trade and business opportunities. Since the inception of this project, the task forces 
have addressed the effects these roads may have on sensitive areas, including wildlife habitat, 
ecosystems and other natural resources. As a result of this responsible process, preventative 
measures to minimize and mitigate potentially negative impacts will be identified and executed.” 
 



Bob Ward, president of the Council of 100, said: “Florida is one of the fastest-growing states in 
the nation, a world-class destination for tourists, a hemispheric gateway for international trade, 
and a great place to start and grow a business. Our ability to move our citizens and tourists, as 
well as goods and services, to ensure commerce continues to flow, is paramount for our growth 
and success. Infrastructure growth and advancement across all regions is essential for this to 
empower future generations. The task force’s commitment to this project is vital, 
and the Council of 100 is proud to stand in support of the project.”  
  
The M-CORES program, as detailed on the Florida M-CORES website, “is intended to revitalize 
rural communities, encourage job creation and provide regional connectivity while leveraging 
technology, enhancing the quality of life and public safety, and protecting the environment and 
natural resources. The program was signed into law by Governor Ron DeSantis on May 17, 2019.” 
  
The three regional corridors being studied by the taskforce include the Southwest-Central Florida 
Connector, the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike Connector. According to the 
Florida M-CORES website, “the task force will summarize the results of its analysis in a final report 
by October 1, 2020.”    
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